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Davidson: Lightning on the Mountain (Let's Face It)
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Jewish people. They were
the exclusive recipients of
the “Ten Words,” as the
Decalogue is som etim es
called by our Jewish brothers and sisters. Others,
myself included, believe that God’s
Law is eternal as himself. And
Christ’s crucifixion caused earthquakes, lightning, and thunder; but
abrogation o f the Law was not one
o f the consequences. If anything,
the Law was revealed in even greater
magnitude. I like the way Ellen
White puts it in T h e D e s i r e o f A g e s :
“Had it been possible for the law
to be changed or abrogated, then
Christ would need not have died.
But to abrogate the law would be to
im m ortalize transgression, and
place the world under Satan’s control. It was because the law was
changeless, because man could be

he debate continues
among Christian denominations over what
happened to the Decalogue when Jesus died
on the cross. Some believe
the Law was done away with, and that
we now live in the era of grace. Thus
we are not “shackled” anymore by the
constraints o f the Law. However, it is
interesting to prove this problem with
a query: Does this mean, then, that
stealing, murder, lying, and adultery
are not valid ethical principles? The
argument that the Law’s constraints
no longer exist seems to break down
at this point. Most people who
encounter it feel strongly that constraints on human behavior continue. In fact, anthropologists have
found that most cultures around the
world include these rules in their
code of ethics.

* Jo

Consequences of Changing the Law
Why this attack on a Law God
wrote with his own hand? It’s very
simple, we’re told. That Law given
on Mount Sinai was only for the
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saved only through obedience to its
precepts, that Jesus was lifted up on
the cross. Yet the very means by
which Christ established the law
Satan represented as destroying it.
Here will come the last conflict o f
the great controversy between
Christ and Satan” (p. 762).
Jesus him self spoke often o f
G ods Law. For example, he told the
rich young ruler, ‘“if you wish to
enter into life, keep the commandments”’ (Matt. 19:17, NRSV). And
just before his crucifixion, he
reminded his disciples that ‘“I know
that his commandment is eternal
life”’ (John 12:50, NRSV). The New
Testament closes with vivid descriptions o f the climax o f Earth’s history. Included is the description of
the great dragon making war
against those who “keep the com mandments o f God” (Rev. 12:14,
NRSV).

ness like the waves of the sea’” (Isa.
48:17, 18, RSV).
However, it was the psalmist’s
exclamation that recently grabbed
my attention: “O, how I love Your
law! It is my meditation all the day”
(Ps. 119:97, NKJV). Suddenly it
struck me that, yes, I appreciate
God’s law, believe it is eternal, etc.,
etc. But I realized that I had never
felt the strong affection for God’s
law that the psalmist expresses. And
the idea jolted me. Could I be settled
in the intellectual concepts regarding the Law, and still be missing the
real blessing? What is more, the
psalmist’s great love of the law compelled him to meditate on the Law
all day long!
Think about it, contemplating
the Law hour after hour! As I mulled
over this testimony, I was convicted
o f my paltry reflections on God’s
Law and realized that I must be
missing something wonderful!
Next column or two in Perspective
Digest, I want to contemplate the
Decalogue. We need to review the evidence in Genesis that the Law of God
has been around a lot longer that its
startling presentation amidst lightning and thunder on Mount Sinai.
We need to have out hearts inflamed
anew with the powerful promises
contained right within the seemingly
negative commands themselves. We
need to fall in love with the Law, just
as the psalmist did. As a result, we
may even love the Lawgiver more!

Missing a Blessing?
Old Testament writers speak just
as vigorously about God’s Law. The
prophet Isaiah is but one o f many.
He records God’s own speech extolling the Law:
“Thus says the Lord, your
Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel, T
am the lord your God, who teaches
you to profit, who leads you in the
way you should go. If only you had
paid attention to my com m andments! Then your peace would have
been like a river, and your righteous-
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